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official who had been Director of Transport during
the European war, and since that had been transferred
to a leading position on the English railway group
which deals with most of Irish traffic. What lacked
representation was the political element of the old
Nationalists: yet Sir Thomas Esmonde was of this
section and brought to the Senate thirty-five years'
experience of Parliament.
A very important link with the Parliamentary period
of the revolution was, however, created by the
appointment which completed the constitutional
machinery. Mr. T. M. Healy was named as the first
Governor-General. He had in the period after 1918
frankly declared for Sinn Fein as against the po"cy
with which he had been long identified : and for mis
and many reasons the selection of him was not
applauded by Nationalists. But the step was a wise
one. Personal ties connected him closely with the
Ministry, and if he occupied the Viceregal Lodge it
was certain that the King's official representative would
be closely consulted: equally certain that a Governor-
General who would maintain the traditions of the past
would be virtually marooned in the Phoenix Park.
The conception of the choice was perhaps to appeal
to the spirit of democracy, and it can scarcely be said
to have succeeded. EssentiaUy, however, its sym-
bolism was profound. In choosing an " old man of
the people " for that office, the insignia of power were
tor the first time since the Normans captured Dublin
entrusted in the Irish capitaHo-one of the Gaelic race
No personal changes were made in the Ministry, but
effect was given to the clause in the Constitution
by which attempt was made to give continuity to the
policy of _ departments. Government, in preparing
the Constitution, was disposed to depart altogether
trom the British system of collective responsibility
according to which an entire ministry goes out if the
Government is defeated on one departmental vote of
importance. It was proposed to substitute for this

